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Features Obituaries 
Josh Ashton, Jr., employee 
at Ashby Oil Co., dies 
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The^old stands proudly alongside the new in front 
of the Eagle Lake Volunteer F'ire Department 
station on Post Office Street . Recently 
refurbished, the 1924 model American LaF>ance 
fire engine pumper unit is in the foreground, and 
in the background is the new rescue van the 
department operates . The inflatable tires on the 
old truck were the original ones installed about 
forty years ago when the narrow hard rubber 
tires were replaced. 

Mrs. Geraldine Cason, 
long time resident of Eagle 
Lake, passed away Sunday 
after a brief illness in St. 
Luke's Hospital in Houston. 
Funeral services were Held 
Tuesday at 2 p.m. from the 
Mill-Bauer Chapel with the 
Reverend Charles Runk 
and the Reverend Lorena 
Matthews officiating. Clara 
Mae Nash provided the 
organ accompaniment. 

Mrs. Jewell Dutcher, 
mother of Irene 
Sunderman, died Friday in 
the Ganado Hospital after a 
sudden illness. Mrs. Duther 
was 78. Funeral services 

Methodist Church in 
Ganado. Pastor Bernard 
Ritchea officiated at the 
iwr^ict. 

Dutcher was bom 

Mrs. Geraldine Coson, former resident, dies 
Interment followed at the 

L a k e s i d e Cerne tary . 
Pallbearers were Johnny 
Vasut, Charlie Vasut, Emil 
Vasut, Kenneth Abel, 
Hamilton . Machlan and 
Frank Tate. 

Mrs. Cason was born to 
James L. Walker and Clara 
G. Taylor in Columbus on 
October 26,1903. She was a 
lifelong resident of 

^Colorado County and lived 

in the Eagle Lake area 
during her adult life. 

A f t e r a t t e n d i n g 
Southwest Texas State 
Teachers College Mrs. 
Cason taught school in 
Calhoun, Matthews, Bonus, 
Garwood and Eagle Lake 
before retiring. 

Mrs. Cason will indeed-be 
missed by all those whose 

lives she touched. She 
founded and was past 
president of the Eagle Lake 
Garden Club and served a< 
its secretary for years. She 
was also an active member 
of the Unfted Methodist 
Church of Eagle Lake, the 
Anita Wilcox Circle of the 
United Methodist Church, 
the Retired Teachers 

Irene Sundernnan's rnoffiier dies 
June 15, 1904 in Markham, 
Texas to Caf^ain J.A. and 
Vina Bamett. In 1925 she 
married Albert Dutcher 
and was a long time 
resident of Ljssie and_ 

9nfSi'9- TWtiSr (Jf'(j!'dTinyTt?f5?e?|'" 
o,(4t«d Store _UnUl moviag to 

Ganado in 1966. . 

She was a very active 
m'ember of the First United 
Methodist Church of 
Ganado and the United 

Methodist Women. 
Mrs. Dutcher was 

preceeded in death by her 
husband, Albert W.E. 
Dutcher who died in 1951 

-and.A-jon.-J^ 
''wnttflK?«^S4B»r She is sur 
vived' by a son, Albert 
Dutcher of Ganado; her 
daughter, Mrs. Eleanor 
Sunderman of Eagle. Lake; 
a sister, Mrs. Jimmy Hall of 
Pledger; thirteen grand­
children: 9 ereat grand­

children; and numerous 
other nieces, nephews and 
loved ones. 

Graveside services were 
held at 4 p.m. Sunday at the 

I^afcdVTSSf arrangements 
were niaile under the direc> 
tion of the Mill-Bauer 
Funeral Home. 

Sympathy is expressed to 
the family in the loss of this 
loved one. 

Funeral aervices were 
held for Josh Ashton, Jr., 
61, on Wednesday, January 
26 at 2 p.m. from the 
Greater Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church in Eagle Lake with 
Rev. R. Kiaer, pastor, and 
Rev. Coby Shorter, Jr. of 
ficiating. Interment was in 
Williams Cemetery in Vox 
Populi. 

Josh Ashton, Jr. was 
born to Josh and Lena 
Ashton in Colorado County 
on March 1,1921. He atten 
ded school in Colorado 
County and was called to 
the U.S. Army in 1941. He 
was united in marriage to 
Miss Evelyn Turner in 1948; 
to this union two children 
were born. 

He had many talents; he 
invested his talents in 
helping mankind. Everyone 
that knew him, loved him. 
He entered eternal rest 
Sunday, January 23 at 2:80 
a.m. 

Survivors include his 

Estoria Nichols of Garwood, 
Margaret Harris of 
Houston,*"Ethel Scott and 
Alberta Taylor of 
Columbus: brothers, Rodell 
and A. J. Ashton of Eagle 
Lake and Lonnie Ashton of 
Columbus. He was 
preceded in death by one 
brother, Emil Ashton. 

Josh was employed for 22 
years with Ashby Oil and 
Mud Company before 
passing away. 

Pallbearers were Rufus 
Tillman, Sr., Ruf*is Tillman, 
Jr., Cordell -Haynes, 
Sylvester Castle, Alex 
Woolridge, J. C. Blunson, 
Alvin Hurd, 'Creston 
Cleveland, Darrel Black, 
Charles McTear,..Alb#rt 
R o u k e r . H o n o r a r y 
pallbearers were the 
Brotherhood of Greater Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church. , 

Arrangements were 
made under the direction of 
the Ben Davis Funeral 
Home in Columbus. 

widow, Mrs. Evelyn 
Ashton; sons, Josh, III and 

Frank and Peggy of Eagle 
Lake; g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Bonita, Josh, IV, Dawryn. 
K i m b e r l y , D e m e t r a , 
Bodrick; sisters, - Mrs. 

ughtei^di 

Form Bureau week Goals set for commission 

\ 

The Texas Farm Bureau 
is 50 years old this year. 
Feb. 7 12, 1983, has been 
designated as Farm Bureau 
Week in Colorado County in 
recognition of the obser­
vance. 

The week is part of a 
s ta te wide observance 
during which county farm 
bureaus will make a special 
effort to enroll new mem­
bers according to Leon 
Hattermann of.Weimar, 
president of the Colorado 
County Farm Bureau. 

Ted Wiese of Altair is 
chairman of the member­
ship committee which is 

responsible for membership 
acquisition and maintenan­
ce. Other committee mem 
bers are: Bob Hunt, 
Columbus and Theo Schultz 
of Fayetteville. 

"For the first time in its 
history, the TFB is now the 
largest state farm bureau in 
the nation with more than 
300,000 member families 
enrolled," the proclamation 
reads. 

"Tlie firnf^bureau is a 
grass-roots organization, 

'and its foundation is the 
county farm bureau. There 
are 216 organized county 
farm bureaus in the state. 

including the Colorado 
County Farm Bureau," the 
proclamation states. 

Lean Hattermann said 
the local cftunty farm 
bureau has 2,142 member 
families and is seeking to 
exceed that figure in 1983. 

He said that the farm 
bureau is a general farm 
organization that seeks to 
improve the living con­
ditions of farm and ranch 
families. It represents the 
farmer and rancher at the 
local county court house, at 
the state capitol in Austin, 
and in the nation's capitol, 
Washington D.C. ^ 

New officers'were elec­
ted and goals set for the 
next term of the Colorado 
C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission at its orien­
tation meeting Thursday 
aft^noon in Columbji^. 

Officers elected were 
Mrs. James Hopkins, chair­
man; William Harrison, Sr., 
vice-chairman; Mrs. Alice 
Tate, treasurer; Mrs. Otto 
Loessin, secretary; and 
Edward Woolery Price, 
program chairman. 

Currently, the cord-
mission, is preparing a 

history of Colorado County 
and microfilming the 
Colorado County Citizen ̂ or 
the approximate years of 
1870 1900 which have been 
found to be housed in the 
state archives. These two 
projects will continue to be 
the prime focus of the 
Historical Commission 
during the current term. 

Other action placed four 
of the coming year's 
meetings is Columbus with 
one to be held in Eagle Lake 
and one in Weimar. 

Demond for booth space good 

Soil Conservation News 

T\\e metal work on the truck was stripped down, cleaned and polished to 
add to the truck's brand new appearance. 

>} 

The front bumper of the 1924 truck was spring 
mounted to absorb shocks. Such a feature an 
today's automobiles is "new." The hand crank in 
the lower right of the photo ^tijl works. 

Eagle Lake hos d new/old'sl^Qwpiece 
To take a giant step back in time — 

say about 55 years - just keep your 
eyes and ears open the next time 
there's a parade in the area. 

What you'll see and hear is a 1924 
model American I^aFrance fire truck 
that the volunteers of the Eagle Lake 
fire 'department have so pain 
•takingly rphufft. 

The cost may be the best part too: 
only $5.00a • ' 

pumper truck that sat on the cdmer 
of Booth Drive and McCarty Ave. af 
tcr the department stopped using it. 
Eventually it was moved to another 
storage site, on ih« property of H. H 
Rowe on FM 102. 

But today, it seems to stand 
proudly affain, almost as it did the day 
it « M d#liver»d. 

Fof • siirne time, members of the 
department had talked about having 
it rebuill. Hut it w,asn't until this 
spring thai they K<'t somethinK '̂ '̂ r 
ted. according to L. J. .Sonny 
Spanihel. who has been with the 
department more than 40 years. 

Me called .Sberiff Jim Hrousaard to 
finil mil ifchiTti \\nt\r M h»> had htiyn 

orji t 
' hWt 

rebuilt, and was told ihjj work "was 
done at the.Texa.s Deparfment of 
Corrections facility at Hufitsville. 

"fTrTTrn 

response wasn't exactly one of py . 
that is until Sonny told them what it 
was he wanted rebuilt. "How soon can 
you gel It here?" was the response 
then. 

The Kuys had gotten the truck out 
of storage* already, punTped up t h ^ l d 
tires and M>aked t he engine to brelk 
it loose. Ixwking at it then, there was 

With thehilpofa truck from K&gle 
Lake Implement Co.. and three or 
four of the firemen, the old fire truck 
was loaded and taken to Huntsvillei-

After only a couple of inspection 
trips to»watch work in proifress, the 
implement company truck and wew 
pii'kwl up I ho new liMikiw;;, 'ihiny red 
truck; and brought it home^e fir#<}f 
September. It was gone less pian 
six AiontKs. 

lb preserve sonie of its rich t...,,,»,. 
j h e Colorado Cdunty Fair Parage' 

was the first outing for the lf>c|. 
allowinK the department to uncover 
flaws in the re construction work, anil 
have them repaired. , < 

Perhaps most notable of the 
problems was that the timing was off. 
causing the engine to run hot. Thvili^ 

ID some of the firemen and to Harold 
Raabe, who runs the service depart­
ment at J. F. Miller Ford, corrections 
were made. 

.\lmoNt like new 
For the novire. looking at the 

truck, ytiu might think it is brand 
urw. I'niess j!i>u aif a firp pnglnp 
buff, it would be difficult -to see that 
one of ;he rear fenders was rebuilt, or 
that some of i|he other parts^aren't 

All the wood oh the^truck, like the 
running boards, are new. and the 
water pump was changed. Raabe 
made a change in the cooling system 
which was desij^ned to allow some 
water to flow out through the exhaust 
manifold which is not muffled making 
the truck qutti> loud. 

Then too. you would have to look 

closely to see that it wjs re-wired. 

But the greater part of the pumper is 
the same. 

The 1924 model truck was ordered 
in October of 1925 and delivered two 
months later. Although' a copy of the 
ornfinal ofder and shipping notices 

Spanihel pointed out the truck's 
front bumper, with a reminder of the 
machines age. The bumper is spring 
mounted so when the truck hit 
something, all of the force of a 
collision would not be transferred to 
the frame. 

X 

were found by the company, there is 
nothing readily available on US 
original cost. Itj research dgn^ recen 
tlv on t-hf 

•sn: 
truck cannot be readily duplicated. 

The trujrk was designed with a 
large flywheel i^ a power take-off for 
the pump and other auxiliary equip­
ment. To operate the sireo, for in­
stance, depress one of two pedals on 
the front floor board, and the rotation 
of the flywheel provided power to the 
siren. 

. Also of note is the chain 5rive oii 
t^e rear wheels. 

When it was dehv«red. it had coal' 

flatable tires were added. Those same 
tires are on it today. 

So, the next time there's a parade 
around, be on the lookout fbr the 
"new" Kagle Ijike fire truck. And, 
remember when it used to he one ot 
the department's main pieces ot 
equipment. 

GiiDy control 
Gullies occur in most 

parts of Colorado County. 
They are caused by the 
collection, in narrow chan 
nels, of water which 
removes soil from the area 
to depths ranging from one 
to two feet to as much as 20 
to 25 feet. They may occur 
along roadsides, in pas 
tures, or in cropland fields 
leaving unsightly erosive 
scars on the land whkh are 
rough and unpriiductive. 

Distribute topsoil 
These gullied areas can 

become productive and 
non-erosive by reclaiming 
the eroded area. This can be 
done by shaping the area 
with heavy equipment such 
as a bulldozer. The shaping 
should be done so that the 
water flow will not be down 
steep slopes, nor should it 
be across overfalls. Any 
topsoil found at the site 
should be stock piled and 
then spread over the 
shaped area to allow for 
easier and quicker estab­
lishment of grass. 

After shaping is com 
pleted. and the topsoil has 
been replaced, a good 
seedbed should be prepared 
by plowing, disking, or 
chiseling. Seedbed prepara 
tion is important because it 
can mean the difference 
between a success or a 
failure in.the grass plant 
ing. An adapted grass 
should Be seeded or~ 
sprigfc^d on the shaped area 
as soon- as the season and 
moisture allow. Sprigging 
of coastal bermudagrass is 
generally the best way to 
plant grass on reclaimed 
gullied areas-in Colorado 
County especially where 
the runoff rate is high. 

Fertilizer should be 
applied at a high rate for 
the establishment of the 
{^M», ii\i should bf OwiB. 
according to a current soil 
test. The vegetative covet 

s to b 
quiek. 

erosion on the newly 
shaped area. 

The shaped and vege 
tated gully area must be 
protected from grazing by 
livestock until the grass 
becomes well estabiithed. 
Fencing is the best way of 
protecting the treated area. 
A good grass cover must be 
maintained at all times so 

that erosion does not occur 
again and will not become a 
problem on the area in the 
future. 

Some benefits which can 
be realized from treating a 
critical gullied area are 
beautification, additional 
grazing or hay production, 
farm safety, control of 
erosion, and prevention of 
sediment from going into 
streams and lakes. Through 
proper treatment, an un­
productive, eroding area 
can again become produc­
tive and beneficial to the 
fymer. 

Cost sharing available 
The Colorado Soil and 

Water Conservation Dis 

trict provides technical 
assistance through the local 
personnel of the Soil 
Conservation Service in 
helping farmers and ranch­
ers treat conservation pro­
blems such as. gullies. 
Cost sharing assistance is 
also available through the 
local ASCS office for gully 
shaping and other conser-
vatioa practices. 
* If you- have questions 
about the gully shaping;: 
practice or about cost 
sharing assistance on other 
conservation practices, call 
732 2773 for information or 
come by the local Soil 
Conservation Service office 
in Columbus. The personnel 
will be glad to assist you. 

* According to Candy 
McCreary, chairman of the 
F e s t i v a l C o m m i t t e e , 
response for booths and 
exhibit space for the spring 
festival has been very good. 
First choice of spaces will 
continue to be given to local 
exhibitors and artisans un­
til mid February when ad 
vertisement'' in art 
publications will begin. 

If you are interested in 
securing a booth for the 
festival, please contact 
Candy McCreary as soon as 
possible. The committee 
also is asking for volunteers 
to work on various aspects 

of the festival now and 
during the actual festival 
days. 

Volleyball * 
Schedule 

The volleyball schedule 
for the next two weeks is as 
follows: 

February 6, 6 p.m.: 
teams 3 vs 9. 4 vs 10; 7 p.m. 
teams 1 vs 7, 6 vs 12; 8 p.m-
teams 5 vs 11, 2 vs 8. 
February 13, 6 p.m. teams 1 
vs 8, 2 vs 9; 7 p.m. teams 3 
vs K), 4 vs 11,; 8 p.m. teams 6 
vs 7, 5 vs 12. 

Police working on case 
involving Goodyear tires 

FENCESf 
CHAIN LINK 

OR 
WESTERN CEOAR 

J.F. DVORAK 

rn 

FOR FREB ESTIMATES 
CALL 732-5525 

111 Legion Circle Columbus. Texas 

Officials of Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Co. began 
working with Eagle Lake 
police last Friday on a case 
involving the embezzlement 
in Houston of an estimated 
$300,000 worth of tires. 

The Eagle Lake connec­
tion, according to police 
chief Gil Steen, involved 
area truckers purchasing 
tires in Houston. 

The purchasers are in no 
trouble whatsoever. Steen 
said Tuesday. In fact, when 

ompany—represen­
tative finds tires in the area 
that are involved, the com 

Vo-ed week 

Feb. 6-12 
Vebruary 6 K is National 

Vocational • Education 
Week. 

pany is replacing them free 
of charge. 

Through company recor 
ds of tire purchases, 
residents are being contac­
ted by the representative, 
and officer Lupe Villereal 
who is assisting in language 
translation. 

Tires on vehicles are in­
spected for'serial numbers, 
and those numbers are 
checked by the company 
computer. In one instance, 
fifteen of the tires on one 
truck, icfording iv the 
computer report, were 
Ii;ited as still being in com 
pany stock. 

According to Steen, there 
are quite a few truckers in 
ttie area who have pur­
chased tires in Houston. 

Study Club 
to present 

ê 
f m u r e Homemakers of 
America, Future Farmers 
of Americi,* Vocational 
Office Education, VICA 
(cosmotology and auto 
mechanics) and Industrial 
Cooperative Training. ^ 

Reports of theie groups 
activities will be presented 
(k a future issue of the 
Headlight. 

free show 

meeting next Wednesday 
the Study Club will present 
a style show by the No Nan 
Boutique of Wharton. 
Narrator will be Ms. 
Suaanne Nichols. 

The style show will begin 
at 2 p.m. at the Community 
Center. There will ite no 
admission charge and 
everyone is invited to at­
tend. 

11 X 1 4 
Wall Portrait 

in 
Living Color 

Never before 
offered at 
this Price! 

AT 

99$ 
Plut 76C (or hjnaiifig 

This very tpcciol qH«r i i 
pr«*«nt«d at on •xprMtion 
o* our tho»>k» tor yovr 

Compare at $25 M ' 

palroooge' ^ 

• FREE to all Senior Citizens 
9__ 

"or^'per subjecr 
one per family 

Will Be At 

Sears Catalog Store 
103 W. Main Street-Eagle Lake 

Friday, February 4 . 
U)a.m.-1 p.m. 2-5 p.nn 

i h 

dougnrecaies 
Friends of Mrs. C.E, 

Marshall and Mrs. J.R. 
Thomas were saddened to 
learn of the death of Mrs. 
Marshall's daughter, Mrs. 
John iJuanitaf Kellum. on 
January 16. 

Funeral services were 
held January 19 in Corpus 
Christi. Deepest sympathy 
is expressed to the family. 

Dentist's brother dies 

B.D. Johnson, brother 
in law to Dr. Rose • 
Roquemore, died suddenly 
of a heart attack while coon 
hunting. Funeral services 
were held in Louisiana last 
week. Deepest sympathy is 
expressed to Dr. 
Roquemore and her family 
at this loss. 

Anno Ripper, 78, dies 

Services are pending for 
J l r s . Anna F. Rippet^.age_j. 
78. ofTlagle Lake. 

Mrs. Ripper paaa«4 Avirif:T: 
Tuesday morning at the 
Heritage House Nursing 
nnmHome. . Arrangements 
nare being made by the 
xMill Bauer Funeral Home. 

SYRACUSE 
vt. PITTSBURGH 
Monday 7 PM 

ODUvr 
MARQUETTE 
Tuesday 8 PM 

MARYLAND V*. 
WAKE FOREST 

VIRGINIA vs 
NO. CAROLINA 
Thursday 8 PM 

MARYLAND 
vs DUKE 
Saturday Noon 

ILLINOIS 
vs IOWA 
Saturday 8 PM 

SO ALABAMA vs. 
WEST KE'NTUGKY 

Sunday 4 PM 

(all games listed are LlVd't 

sransNfnwMff 

^ g l e Lake Cable TV 
~~ P.O. Box 668 _ _ 

" 234-2840 . i 

CLOSE OU 
SALE 

ALL 1982 MODELS 
M 00°° TO^500°° 
BELOW COST 

Plus. . . 
.9% GMAC 
Financing 

Impa la4dr . (STK#2482) 
Celebrit/(STK#2360) 

•Citation (STK #2328) 
Cadillac El Dorado (STK #203)&) 

Celebrity (STK #2461) 
Cavalier (STK #2371; 
Cavalier (STK #2375) 
Ciiation (STK #2064) 

Chevette (STK #2018) 
Chevette;ST4;#2336) 
Chevrolet ElCammo (STK #208J) 

PLUS 
(2)-l 
(1)-1 

1 2 Ton Short Bed (6) 
2Ton4-WheelDrive (U 

— (U-3 4.TonH.D. Pickup 

• 1 
2 Ton Long Bed 
2 Ton Diesel' 

from. . . 

Lake Motors, 
323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 

Inc. 
234-2513 
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